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Abstract 
The extensive goals of tertiary Education emphasized individual’s 
acquisition of both physical and intellectual skills. This will enable them to 
be self-reliant and useful members of the society. It is doubtful on the extent 
of attainment of the above goal considering the high level of youth 
unemployment in the country. The extent of how incorporation of 
entrepreneurial education into general courses in tertiary education will help 
in restraining youth unemployment becomes the focus of this paper. The 
concept of entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship education and 
entrepreneurship skills were looked into, also some important strategies in 
incorporation of entrepreneurial skills in undergraduate students through 
general studies courses was highlighted. Some recommendations were made 
on the effective ways of running the program.    

 
 
 Education is an agent of change and as well an instrument for national development. It is 
concerned with the formulation of ideas, their integration for national development and the interaction 
of persons and ideas (FRN, 2004). These can be achieved through the levels of education namely, 
basic, senior secondary and tertiary education. 
 
 National policy on Education defined, tertiary education as the education given after 
secondary education in universities, colleges of education, polytechnics, monotechnics, including 
those institutions offering correspondence courses (FRN, 2013). Though each tertiary institution is 
aimed at producing different caliber of manpower for national development, namely, Bachelor 
degrees for universities, Nigeria certificate in Education for colleges of Education and Higher 
National Diploma for polytechnics. They collectively have the following goals to achieve. 
1. Contribute to national development through high level manpower training  
2. Develop and inculcate proper values for survival of the individual and society  
3. Develop the intellectual capacity of individuals to understand and appreciate their local and 

external environments. 
4. Acquire both physical and intellectual skills which enable individual to be self reliant and useful 

members of the society.  
5. Promote and encourage scholarship and community service 
6. Forge and cement national unity and  
7. Promote national and international understanding and community interaction (FRN, 2013). 
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Examining whether these noble objectives have been fully achieved is an important issue of 
discuss. Ibenwa in Okeke, Uzuegbunam and Iffih (2003) described the bedrock of Nigeria tertiary 
education system as being narrow. These tertiary institutions have been accused of producing 
graduates who cannot apply theoretical knowledge to the solution of practical problems. Nigeria 
graduates are youths who by virtue of their limited knowledge are uneducated graduates, 
knowledgeable only in their field of specializations. Such problems emanating from the system of 
narrow specialization of graduates are attended to through the introduction of General Studies (GS) 
courses.  

 
Concept of Entrepreneurship   
 The term “Entrepreneurship” is derived from a French word entrepreneur which means the act 
of doing something in a military expedition as a strategy to win a war. The concept of 
Entrepreneurship has been explained by various authors in various ways. For instance Gana (2001) 
defined entrepreneurship as the willingness and the ability of an individual to seek out investment 
opportunities in an environment and be able to establish and run enterprise successfully based on the 
identified opportunities. However Igbo (1995) defined it as activities that involve risking financial, 
material and human resources in a new way in the course of creating new business concept or 
opportunity within an existing firm. 
  
 It is not a mere pursuit of opportunity without regards to resources currently controlled, 
rather, it is the process of creating value through unique resources combinations to exploit opportunity 
by implementing innovation using skills acquired by the entrepreneur. Finally entrepreneurship could 
equally be seen as the ability to educate scholars who are accountable to their education and who can 
utilize their intellectual process to add to disciplinary knowledge and as a lever for social good. 
Cherwitz (2006). In this process of creating something new with value, necessary efforts and time are 
devoted through studies or education, hence entrepreneurship education. 
 
Concept of Entrepreneurship Education  
 Entrepreneurship education could be defined in many ways. Obasan (2005) refered to 
entrepreneurship education as an educational programme that inculcates in students the ability to 
study critically their environment, exploit opportunities for business enterprise and mobilize human 
and material resources. It seeks to provide students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to 
encourage entrepreneurial success in a variety of settings. It is a process which develops individuals 
mindsets, skills, capacities and behaviours. It is seen as the process of providing individuals with the 
ability to discover commercial opportunities and the insight, self-esteem, knowledge and skill to act 
on them. Lukman and Oviawa (2010) defined entrepreneurship education as a collection of formalized 
teaching that informs, trains and educates anyone interested in business creation or small business 
development. Udofia and Nneji (2010). Saw entrepreneurship education as a life long education 
whereby people are exposed to opportunities to develop skills in business. 
 
Objectives of Entrepreneurship Education are 
1. To provide meaningful education for the youths which could make them self-reliant and 

subsequently encourage them to derive project and be self dependent. 
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2. To provide youth with the skills and support necessary to help them establish career in small 
business 
 

3. To provide youths with training and skill that will make them creative and innovative in 
identifying new business opportunities (Lukman and Oviawe, 2010). 

 
 Looking at the above objectives, it could be deduced that entrepreneurship education is aimed at the 
youths and how to inculcate in them necessary skills that are capable of making them self-reliant. 
 
Concept of Entrepreneurial Skills  

Skills mean particular ways of using capacities in relations to environmental demands with 
human being and external situation together forming a functional system. Two fundamental issues are 
used when a new skill is to be acquired. They are the conditions which promote acquisition and the 
change that will occur when the skill is acquired (Ibebuike, 2011). However, skills are developed 
through training, practice and experience. An entrepreneur whose roles are to organize, manage and 
assume the needs of a business enterprise, need skills to do that effectively. 

 
Entrepreneurship skills therefore are those skills that are needed to start, develop, finance and 

manage business enterprise. It is the skill that makes business succeeds. Ibebuike (2011) outlined the 
following processes of acquiring entrepreneurship skills as:. 
1. To objectively identify and analyse the current and foreseeable skills needs of a business in terms 

of management and administrations. 
 

2. To identify the entrepreneur’s own personal goals and objectives and accurately analyse and 
evaluate his or her own skill and resources in relation to these.  
 

3. To produce a realistic personal development plan for the potential entrepreneur and finally  
 

4. To monitor on-going performance of the entrepreneur once the business has started and the 
progress made towards developing the new skills that have been previously identified as 
necessary for the success of the business. 
 

Tactics of Implanting Entrepreneurial Skills on Undergraduate Students through GS Courses    
 The National Policy on Education NPE (2013) spelt out among other goals of tertiary 
education; to acquire both physical and intellectual skills which enable individuals to be self reliant 
and useful members of the society. It is in view of making man a versatile person in acquiring 
knowledge and skills that necessitated the introduction of general studies course in tertiary institutions 
of learning. This is to make them knowledgeable in other areas of study outside their own area of 
study. Various tactics are needed to inculcate entrepreneurial skills on undergraduate students through 
general studies courses. Such tactics are; 
1. Incorporation of Entrepreneurial education in the curriculum of all the tertiary institutions in the 

country. Apart from few universities, most other universities, polytechnics and colleges of 
education are yet to include entrepreneurial education into their curriculum of studies. Such 
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institutions are still running narrow specialized courses. General studies courses will enable 
every undergraduate to be able to acquire the necessary entrepreneurial knowledge and skills 
which could be used to set up their own small scale businesses. 
 

2.  Teaching strategies: Teachers should use appropriate teaching methods such as demonstration, 
team teaching, collaborative learning and field trip in teaching entrepreneurial education 
concepts. The teaching strategy to be adopted should be the one which can make students 
understand the concept very well. Entrepreneurship should be properly taught so that when 
students graduate, they can make use of the knowledge acquired to identify viable business 
opportunities, secure finance, manage human resources, maximize risk and establish personal 
business for self-employment and wealth maximization. 
 

3. Retraining of teachers in entrepreneurial skills: Teachers should be retrained to have 
entrepreneurial competency that will enable them adopt suitable teaching strategies that will 
make students acquire the entrepreneurial skill easily as they study other course.  
 

4. Practical entrepreneurial counseling units: 
 

5. There should be a unit of general studies department which will be in charge of counselling 
students in entrepreneurial issues. The entrepreneurial teacher needs to counsel the students. 
Highlighting the benefits and contribution of entrepreneurship education to national 
development, there is need for teachers and school counsellors to regularly organize practical 
counselling session to acquaint students with the skills of writing business plan, feasibility 
report, securing finance and establishing businesses. 
 

6. Internship: Students under general studies programmes should be made to undergo internship. 
Such students may be given opportunity to apply for a paid holiday internship with a local 
entrepreneur. This internship programme will provide students with opportunities to practice 
with a small business organization, with the view of exhibiting the skills they have learned in 
the school. 
 

7. Use of business entrepreneurs as resource persons: General studies department can enhance 
entrepreneurial education and skills from time to time where resource persons that are 
knowledgeable in running business are used effectively for instruction. This helps to instill in 
the students the necessary knowledge of the entrepreneurial skills which bring about their 
entrepreneurial practices of self-employment. 
 

The Role of Entrepreneurial Education in Restraining Youth Unemployment in Nigeria   
It is important to note that the present day Nigerian youths need to acquire skills in creativity and 

problem solving so as to become self-reliant in a country where according to NPC (2004) 80% of her 
youths (about 64million) are unemployed and 10% of the entire youth population on paid jobs are 
under-employed. Efforts should be made by government and other stakeholders towards restraining 
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the high rates of unemployment in Nigeria. Entrepreneurial education could play important roles in 
reducing youth unemployment in the following ways: 
a) Having acquired some entrepreneurial skills while in school, Nigeria undergraduates upon 

graduation will become less of job seekers and more of employers of labour. They have learnt 
skills on how to create jobs for themselves rather than depending on government for 
employment. 
 

b) Incorporation of entrepreneurial education in curriculum of higher institutions will make youths 
more versatile in other areas of life as well as increases their opportunities when such youths 
cannot get jobs in their immediate areas of study, they can easily get it from other career areas 
learnt from the entrepreneurial studies. 
 

c) It is a fact that lack of or ignorance of the sources of fund for entrepreneur to set up business 
make some youths unable to set up their own businesses, hence they are unemployed. 
Incorporation of entrepreneurial education as one of the GS courses will expose youths at the 
earliest period, even before graduation to the various ways of sourcing fund to set up their own 
businesses thereby curbing the impending dangers of employment. 
 

d) Nowadays, many youths that had earlier set up their own business outfit encounter various 
kinds of problem imposed by uncertainties inherent in the Nigeria business environment. Such 
problems have thrown so many of them out of business and hence remained unemployed. 
Entrepreneurial education exposes youths with the knowledge and abilities to study and analyze 
effectively business and economic environment. It enables them invest when the environment is 
friendly to avoid job loss. 
 

e) Many businesses have failed due to wrong investment decisions made in the past by some 
entrepreneurs. Such business failures have pushed them out of business. Entrepreneurial studies 
through GS programme will equip youths with the skills to make wise investment decisions that 
will make them float when others get drowned with uncertainties in business environment. 
 

f) A student with entrepreneurial knowledge and skills cannot only be self-employed but can 
equally be an instructor or counselor to other business men and women who have business 
challenges. This will help him raise more money for his living and as well be self employed. 
 

Conclusion  
 Unemployment rate is very high in the country which leads to unending poverty. The 
emphasis of various poverty alleviation programmes has been on the increase in workers’ salaries and 
provision of monetary social welfare scheme for the needy with a tantamount increase in the 
productive base of the economy. The incalculable social vices that ravage our society today are as a 
result of high rate of unemployment among our youths. If such trends must be checked, the inclusion 
of entrepreneurial education as compulsory general studies course remains the immediate solution. It 
is equally capable of instilling in the youths the spirit of self-reliant and makes them useful citizens 
that will be adequately accommodated by our ever-changing society. 
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Recommendations  
 Incorporation of entrepreneurial education as a compulsory general course in undergraduates is 

most timely, in view of tackling the evils of unemployment in Nigeria. For this to be realized, it 
is hereby recommended that:  

1. Government and mother agencies e.g. (NUC, NCCE and NBTE) should make funds available 
to schools to enable them tackle the financial challenges which are associated with 
Entrepreneurial program  

2. New curriculum that will accommodate entrepreneurship be made not only as a general course 
but also enshrined in departmental courses. 

3. Students should take part in running some university businesses such as university/college 
farms, business center, bookshop, and fuel station etc through which they gain experience that 
will enable them run their own after graduation. 

4. Every lecturer that will be employed in higher institutions of learning must be tested on 
entrepreneurial competency in addition to their courses of study. 

5. Lecturers already teaching in every tertiary institutions of learning should be retrained to 
acquire the entrepreneurial skills so that they can impart that to their students.  

6. Students should be made to go for a compulsory internship or industrial training (IT) to any 
business outfit that will last for at least two months during their holidays in final year of 
graduation  

7. Entrepreneurship education unit or department should be established in every school to handle 
all aspects of this program.  
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